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2007 Bird Safari 

Guides: Brian Gibson & Ashley Boon


Report by Ashley Boon.


Our 2007 Capture Africa Bird Safari was a huge success. I met our six clients at Johannesburg International Airport on the morning of the 1st November. We flew Air Botswana to Maun from where we took a light aircraft flight over the edge of the Okavango Delta to land on the bush strip at Gumare where we were met by Brian Gibson. On the short drive to the hunting camp we had to stop a few times for birds new to our clients, Redcrested Korhaans, Forktailed Drongos and one tree which held Whitebacked Vulture, Tawny & Whalberg’s Eagle. We arrived at the hunting camp under a wonderful Botswana sunset in time for drinks round the fire and an excellent dinner.


The next day we explored the farm by game vehicle and on foot. Our first game drive was interrupted by a beautiful male Paradise Flycatcher in less than five minutes! We also found Redheaded Weaver nest building, Little & Swallowtailed Bee-eater, Crimsonbreasted Shrike, Violeteared & Blue Waxbill, Martial Eagle, Marico Sunbird, Meyers’s Parrot and most unexpected deep in this part of the Kalahari, a Painted Snipe! Mammals included Steenbok, Greater Kudu, Impala, Gemsbok and Burchell’s Zebra. We stopped only for lunch, a quick dip in the plunge pool & a siesta.


The next day we traveled by road to Shakawe where we boarded the houseboat, the “Kubu Queen”, for our next part of the trip. The party enjoyed quietly cruising the Okavango River watching the huge variety of birds and the occasional Hippo or Nile Crocodile. We also had a shore excursion where we had a fleeting glimpse of one of the local specials, Pel’s Fish Owl. African Fish Eagles, different kingfishers and herons and elegant African Skimmers all added to our time on the river. It was agreed that the highlight was our visit to the Carmine Bee-eater colony at Red Cliffs. It was an amazing experience to watch flocks of these stunning birds flying to and from their nest burrows in the riverbank. We took our sundowners on the water, followed by dinners on deck accompanied by the sound of nightjars and Hippos.


After a brief road trip back to Gumare airstrip next day, we flew back to Maun. That flight gave us wonderful views of the delta and our first Elephant and Buffalo from the air! From Maun we set off in the game vehicle for our drive into the Okavango Delta itself. We duly reached the Kwai reserve where we were to camp at Motswiri. We found plenty of interest straight away. As well as the expected Lilacbreasted Rollers, Longtailed Shrikes etc, we found Giraffe, Saddlebilled Stork, and we were very lucky to find Bronzewinged Courser as we stopped to look at a herd of Impala, which had a few Tsessebe with them. Shortly after, in an idyllic landscape by the Kwai River we came on a small family group of Elephants. They have to be one of the highlights of any African Safari and everyone was thrilled to see them, especially so close! We finally arrived at Motswiri camp where our camp had already been set up, and as we drove into the site through a herd of Impala, Burchell’s Zebra and Blue Wildebeest, we were greeted by the camp staff singing a traditional Setswana greeting song and offering drinks from a tray.


After getting all our kit into tents we set off for our first game drive. We saw many species including Woodland Kingfisher, Giraffe, Warthog, Temmink’s Courser and then as the light faded, to everyone’s great excitement we came on two Lionesses and their five cubs! A very happy group sat down in the dining tent that evening!


It all got better from then on. The next morning we set off in the game vehicle to track the Lions we had seen the night before, and as we followed the footprints into a stand of trees, suddenly, there in front of us, was the most superb Leopard climbing up into the branches, where it lay down and gazed at us. A little later we moved off and less than a hundred metres away we came on the lion party, sleeping in the shade. We visited both the Leopard and the Lions several more times that morning, and we returned at the end of the day to follow the Lions down to the river where we watched them drink, before the cubs commenced romping and play fighting into the dusk.


We spent two more nights at Kwai before moving on to camp in Moremi game Reserve. We enjoyed a short walking safari in Kwai, when we were able to look more closely at the bush, finding plants of interest such as “Bushman’s Toilet Paper” and Fireball Lilies. We found Pearlspotted and Giant Eagle Owls and a handsome Broadbilled Roller. 


In our remaining time at Kwai we added, amongst others, Cape Buffalo, Chacma Baboons, Ground Hornbills, and Marabou Storks to our list.

Next day we changed camps and as we traveled to Moremi Game Reserve and our next site, we came on Brown Snake Eagle, Arnott’s Chat and Leopard Tortoise in the Mopani forest. New sightings kept on coming thick and fast. In Moremi we saw rare Wattled Cranes and endemic Slaty Egrets, Redwinged Pratincoles and many more species of birds. We found more Lionesses on a fresh Buffalo kill, young male Lions, sleek Impala, Red Lechwe, Waterbuck and Greater Kudu. On our way to our last sundowners taken by a beautiful hippo pool, we stopped for a pair of Reed Bucks, then for a huge old bull Elephant to cross the game trail in front of us. As we sipped our last sundowners at the pool, we watched Pied Kingfishers hunting, while a pair of Hadeda Ibis landed in the trees above us.

At dusk we arrived back in camp to find the camp lit by dozens of small candlelights and the dining table set out under the stars. As we finished our meal the camp staff appeared out of the shadows to sing to us. A wonderful end to another wonderful day.

The mood the next day was a little subdued as this was the day the party left the bush to catch their flights back to Johannesburg. There were sad goodbyes but firm promises to return to Botswana!

Here are some of the remarks made by the party after returning to the UK:

“It really was one of, no, the best holiday we have ever had. Thank you so much for putting it together and contributing so much on Safari. We both feel we have learnt so much from you and thank you for being so patient with novice bird watchers.”

 Martin & Judith Mears, Devon.

“Wowwwwww. Carol & I would like to thank you for your contribution to a holiday of a lifetime. It was all you promised and so much more. I don’t know how to name highlights, because they started at Jo’berg, and continued until we left – we spilt tears of ecstasy and joy, and we have all those wonderful memories captured safely in our heads – to be enjoyed over and over again. Thank you so much.” 

Ross & Carol Haddow, Norfolk.

We are now taking bookings for 2010. Call 01228 670752.

ASHLEY BOON. 

