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Purple Sunbird

Sat 15" March. Arrive Delhi, transfer to hotel. Depending on the time of your
arrival you may have the opportunity to look for birds like Purple Sunbirds,
White-eared Bulbul, Common Myna, Black kites and others in the hotel
gardens.



Sun 16™ March. Full day birdwatching and game viewing at Sultanpur.
Sultanpur is a lovely little reserve on the outskirts of Delhi. You can see a great
number of birds walking here and you have very good chances to see Nilgai or
Blue Bull, the largest antelope in India.

Sultanpur
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Indian Robin

Mon 17t March. Early departure for Indira Gandhi Airport for 09.40 flight to
Guwahati, arrive 12.05. Transfer to Baligora Eco Camp at Nameri, about an




eight-hour drive. Expect to see some good birds in the gardens and surroundings
here, mynas, barbets, redstarts, treepies, bulbuls and more.

Baligora Eco Camp

Common Myna




Coppersmith Barbet

Rufous Treepie



Tues 18" March. Full day at Nameri National Park. After crossing the Jia-
Boroli River we will explore the park on foot. There are so many birds we
might see here, hornbills, barbets, minivets, woodpeckers, babblers, green
pigeons and many more, but the main target is the endangered White-winged
Duck which may number as few as 250 in the wild.

White-winged Duck

Weds 19" March. This morning we will explore the Jia Boroli River by raft
where our main target is the Ibisbill. We will also search for Great Thicknee,
Small Pratincole, River Lapwing and others. We return to the park in the
afternoon.



Great Thick-knee




River Lapwing

Small Pratincole




Thurs 20" March. After breakfast we leave Assam and go into the beautiful
state of Arunachal Pradesh. We will make frequent stops on our seven-hour
drive to our hotel at Dhirang to look for White-capped and Plumbeous Water
Redstarts, Brown Dipper, forktails, laughing thrushes, wren babblers, yuhinas
and whatever else we might find.

Fri 215 March. Today we head for our hotel at Tawang. We will be
birdwatching all day as we travel via the Sela Pass. This will be our highest
point at about 4,500 metres. We will be looking for some high altitude specials
including different accentors, Snow Partridge, Himalayan Monal, Blood
Pheasant, Grandala, Solitary Snipe, Blue-fronted Redstart and rosefinches etc.

White-browed Rosefinch



Road to Tawang

Sat 22"4 March. Today we birdwatch the Tawang area looking for similar
species to yesterday.

Sela Pass area




Altai Accentor

Sun 23" March. Today we return to Dhirang retracing our steps and giving
ourselves more chances for high altitude specials. If we have time. we will visit
the Sangti Valley to look for Long-billed Plover.




Mon 24t March. In the morning we birdwatch the Mandala Road area. We
will look for Black-tailed Crake, different species of treecreeper and nuthatch,
Himalayan Buzzard, Himalayan Vulture, Himalayan Bluetail, niltavas, minlas,
wren babblers and more. After lunch we drive to Lamacamp at Eaglenest. The
journey is about five hours, but we’ll birdwatch on the way.

Rufous-bellied Woodpecker



Tues 25" March. Birdwatching Lamacamp area Eaglenest. This is a truly
magical wildlife reserve, a vast area of pristine montane forest in the foothills of
the Himalayas. This camp is famous as the only known site for the beautiful and
extremely rare Bugun Liocichla. This bird was only described for science in
2006 and may number as few as fifty individuals.

Bugun Liocichla

We will look hard for this special bird, but we will hope to see others such as
Chestnut-headed Tesia, Striated and other Laughingthrushes, Beautiful Sibia,
Black-throated Tit, Yellow-cheeked Tit, Speckled Wood Pigeon, babblers,
barwings, sunbirds, woodpeckers, yuhinas, and many more. There is even a
very slim chance of Red Panda here!!

PLEASE NOTE, accommodation here is very basic, we will be at about 2,350
metres and it can be cold, but it is worth any minor discomfort!!!

Weds 26" March. In the morning we birdwatch the Lama Camp area again and
after breakfast we drive to Bompu Camp, birdwatching en route.
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Bompu area

Accommodation Bompu Camp



Yellow-bellied Fantail

Thurs 27" March. Birdwatching Bompu Camp area. The pristine forest is
similar to the Lama Camp area, but offers some different bird species. We will
search for the endangered Beautiful Nuthatch in mixed feeding flocks with
Himalayan Cutia, shrike-babblers, scimitar babblers and more. We will also
look for Grey Peacock Pheasant, Chestnut-breasted Partridge, different
tragopans, more woodpeckers, different species of bullfinch and Red-headed
and Ward’s Trogon.

Himalayan Cutia



Ward’s Trogon




Great Barbet




Fri 28" March. Birdwatching Bompu Camp area.

Sat 29" March. After breakfast we leave Arunachal and drive to our hotel at
Kaziranga in Assam. On the way we stop for a boat trip on the Brahmaputra
River to look for Ganges River Dolphin. The whole journey is about six hours.

Sun 30" March. Morning and afternoon game viewing and birdwatching in the
Kaziranga National Park, most famous for the large population of Indian One-
horned Rhinoceros, there is a lot more to see here. Rarities here include Pallas’s
Fish Eagle, Swamp Francolin and the Greater Adjutant Stork.
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Greater One-horned Rhino

Black-necked Stork



Pallas’s Fish Eagle

Bar-headed Goose

Extensive wetlands in this reserve mean we’ll see plenty of wetland species,
we’ll hope to see the highest-flying bird in the world, the Bar-headed Goose.
You can expect to see other birds including Indo-Chinese Roller, different




species of parakeets, bee-eaters, owlets, and lapwings as well as mammals like
Asian Elephant, Asian Water Buffalo and Hog, Muntjac and Sambar Deer.
Primates should include Assamese Macaque and Hoolock Gibbon, Smooth-
coated Otter, the endangered Eastern Barasingha or Swamp Deer (population

350-500) and there is a good chance of Bengal Tiger. Though distant, we saw
two here in 2024!

Mon 31 March. Morning and afternoon game viewing and birdwatching in
Kaziranga.

Red Junglefowl

Indo-Chinese Roller



Green Bee-eater

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater




White-throated Kingfisher




Brown Fish Owl




Asian Barred Owlet

Barasingha



Tues 1%t April. After breakfast we have a nine-hour drive to our hotel at Manas
National Park.

A

Accommodation at Manas



Weds 2" April. We spend the morning and afternoon exploring this wonderful
reserve. The Manas National Park straddles the border between Assam and
Bhutan. Though heavily forested in places, Manas is best known for the very
rare Bengal Florican which lives on the open grasslands here. Estimates put the
number here at about 50, half the entire Indian population. On our 2024 tour we
saw five at the same time!

Bengal Florican

Thurs 3@ April. Morning and afternoon game viewing and birdwatching. We
can expect more elephants and wild Water Buffalo and we will look for Capped
Langur. We will take our time to search out many more birds here.

Asian Water Buffalo



Hodgson’s Redstart




Muntjac



Asian Emerald Cuckoo




White-rumped Shama
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Fri 4th April. Drive to Guwahati Airport for 1240 hrs flight to Delhi, arrive
1535 hrs. Hotel.

Sat 5™ April. Flights home to UK.

Brown Boobook



This three-week tour takes us to some of the most exciting birdwatching areas
of North-east India covering, as it does, such a variety of habitat types from the
forest and river at Nameri and the unspoilt forested foothills of Eaglenest, to the
mountains of the Himalayas, and from the wetlands of Kaziranga to the
grasslands of Manas. We will cover a huge area. On some days we will need to
start very early in the morning and some days will be long. We will spend time
at altitude, it may be very cold at times and at others very hot. There will be a
lot of walking in some places. The accommodation is mostly very comfortable,
but at Lama Camp & Bompu Camp at Eaglenest we will be living in tents or
very basic rooms. There will be proper beds with warm quilts, but the bathroom
facilities may be a challenge to some people, hot water may be limited. That
said the birds and wildlife certainly make the effort worth it! Food is local, but
IS not ridiculously hot and spicy, though if you don’t like curry you might need
to think before signing up. We will have the services of excellent local guides
and you can expect to see over 400 species of bird and wonderful animals
including some very rare and localised species including Bengal Tiger. As
mentioned in the text, though distant, we did see two in 2024!

Photo Sandra Brown



Chestnut-tailed Minla



Tour Leader Ashley Boon

Ashley Boon is an English wildlife artist who has also had many years
experience leading and joint-leading safaris and wildlife tours around the world.
He mostly joint-leads in Botswana but he has also worked in Brazil, Malaysia &

Borneo and he has led several tours in India for Babita Tours, Indian Wildlife
Travel. www.ashleyboon.co.uk



http://www.ashleyboon.co.uk/

The cost for this exciting tour based on a minimum four people is as follows:

UK. £5595 Per Person. Single person supplement £1120. Air Fare
Delhi/Guwahati return £290 at present.

USA. $6970 Per Person. Single person supplement $1570. Air Fare
Delhi/Guwahati return $395 at present.

The cost includes all accommodation based on shared rooms/tents, all meals, all
transport, park entry fees, local guides, and assistants on arrival & departure.

Not included: International flights, alcoholic drinks, camera fees at Kaziranga &
Manas, tips for hotel staff, drivers, forest guards, local guides, tour leader and
personal expenses.

If you have any questions, please contact me at ashley.boon@btopenworld.com

Hope to see you in India! Ashley Boon.

Grey-chinned Minivet


mailto:ashley.boon@btopenworld.com

Nameri All photos Ashley Boon

‘An amazing and unforgettable birding expedition - Assam and Arunachal Pradesh in
Northeastern India did not disappoint! Each destination proved more outstanding than the
last. Birding was our main objective, but the other wildlife proved to be just as exceptional.
Our main guide Ashley and our local Indian guide Kandu were the model of passion and
professionalism. They both worked hard to maximize the amount of bird sightings, which is
not an easy feat considering the challenging, dense forests of India. They were enthusiastic
and truly shared the joy as the group found yet another “lifer”.

Babita Tours planned every detail of the itinerary. We were picked up at Delhi airport and
began birding straight away. We always had an interpreter to handle any communication or
issue. The drivers were great as they handled the winding mountain roads with care and
proficiency, which is not an easy task when you see the roads!

Fabulous birds and wildlife, breathtaking vistas and experiences in Indian culture, cuisine
and history. This trip is for the serious birder and truly an adventure of a lifetime.

I highly recommend Babita tours for the stress free & fantastic birding experience this trip
provides.’

- Sandra Brown (USA)



Eurasian Hoopoe




Below is the full list of birds seen on this tour in 2024.

Lesser Whistling-Duck
Bar-headed Goose
Graylag Goose

Ruddy Shelduck
Common Shelduck
Garganey

Northern Shoveler
Gadwall

Eurasian Wigeon

Indian Spot-billed Duck
Mallard

Green-winged Teal
White-winged Duck
Common Pochard
Tufted Duck

Common Merganser
Rufous-throated Partridge
Kalij Pheasant

Indian Peafowl

Red Junglefowl

Gray Francolin

Swamp Francolin

Black Francolin

Greater Flamingo

Little Grebe

Rock Pigeon

Snow Pigeon

Speckled Wood-Pigeon
Oriental Turtle-Dove
Eurasian Collared-Dove
Red Collared-Dove
Spotted Dove

Laughing Dove

Barred Cuckoo-Dove
Asian Emerald Dove
Yellow-footed Green-Pigeon
Pin-tailed Green-Pigeon
Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon
Green Imperial-Pigeon
Mountain Imperial-Pigeon
Bengal Florican
Greater Coucal

Lesser Coucal
Green-billed Malkoha
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45

Asian Koel

46
47
48

Asian Emerald Cuckoo
Large Hawk-Cuckoo
Common Hawk-Cuckoo

49
50
51

Gray Nightjar
Large-tailed Nightjar
White-throated Needletail

52
53
54

Silver-backed Needletail
Pacific Swift
House Swift

55
56
57

Asian Palm Swift
Eurasian Moorhen
Eurasian Coot

58
59
60

Watercock
White-breasted Waterhen
Black-tailed Crake

61
62
63

Sarus Crane
Great Thick-knee
Indian Thick-knee

64
65
66

Black-winged Stilt
Pied Avocet
Ibisbill

67
68
69

Little Ringed Plover
Long-billed Plover
Northern Lapwing

70
71
72

River Lapwing
Yellow-wattled Lapwing
Gray-headed Lapwing

73
74
75

Red-wattled Lapwing
Greater Painted-Snipe
Pheasant-tailed Jacana

76
77
78

Bronze-winged Jacana
Eurasian Curlew
Black-tailed Godwit

79
80
81

Eurasian Woodcock
Solitary Snipe
Common Snipe

82
83
84

Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Marsh Sandpiper

85
86
87

Wood Sandpiper
Common Redshank
Spotted Redshank

88
89
90

Common Greenshank
Ruff
Temminck's Stint

91
92

Little Stint
Small Pratincole



93 Brown-headed Gull

94 Pallas's Gull
95 River Tern
96 Asian Openbill

97 Asian Woolly-necked Stork
98 Black-necked Stork
99 Lesser Adjutant

100 Greater Adjutant
101 Oriental Darter
102 Little Cormorant

103 Great Cormorant
104 Indian Cormorant
105 Spot-billed Pelican

106 Little Egret
107 Striated Heron
108 Indian Pond-Heron

109 Eastern Cattle Egret
110 Great Egret
111 Medium Egret

112 Gray Heron
113 Purple Heron
114 Glossy lbis

115 Black-headed Ibis
116 Red-naped Ibis
117 Eurasian Spoonbill

118 Osprey
119 Black-winged Kite
120 Oriental Honey-buzzard

121 Slender-billed Vulture
122 Himalayan Griffon
123 Crested Serpent-Eagle

124 Mountain Hawk-Eagle
125 Changeable Hawk-Eagle
126 Black Eagle

127 Indian Spotted Eagle
128 Greater Spotted Eagle
129 Booted Eagle

130 Steppe Eagle
131 Imperial Eagle
132 Golden Eagle

133 Western Marsh Harrier
134 Hen Harrier
135 Crested Goshawk

136 Shikra
137 Eurasian Sparrowhawk
138 Black Kite

139 Pallas's Fish-Eagle
140 Gray-headed Fish-Eagle



141

Himalayan Buzzard

142
143
144

Brown Fish-Owl
Asian Barred Owlet
Collared Owlet

145
146
147

Spotted Owlet
Short-eared Owl
Brown Boobook

148
149
150

Red-headed Trogon
Ward's Trogon
Eurasian Hoopoe

151
152
153

Great Hornbill
Oriental Pied-Hornbill
Wreathed Hornbill

154
155
156

Common Kingfisher
Stork-billed Kingfisher
White-throated Kingfisher

157
158
159

Pied Kingfisher
Blue-bearded Bee-eater
Asian Green Bee-eater

160
161
162

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater
Indochinese Roller
Dollarbird

163
164
165

Coppersmith Barbet
Blue-eared Barbet
Great Barbet

166
167
168

Lineated Barbet
Golden-throated Barbet
Blue-throated Barbet

169
170
171

Gray-capped Pygmy Woodpecker
Yellow-crowned Woodpecker
Rufous-bellied Woodpecker

172
173
174

Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker
Darjeeling Woodpecker
Crimson-naped Woodpecker

175
176
177

Bay Woodpecker
Greater Flameback
Black-rumped Flameback

178
179
180

Streak-throated Woodpecker
Gray-headed Woodpecker
Eurasian Kestrel

181
182
183

Peregrine Falcon
Alexandrine Parakeet
Rose-ringed Parakeet

184
185
186

Blossom-headed Parakeet
Red-breasted Parakeet
Vernal Hanging-Parrot

187
188

Gray-lored Broadbill
Gray-chinned Minivet



189

Long-tailed Minivet

190
191
192

Scarlet Minivet
Rosy Minivet
Large Cuckooshrike

193
194
195

White-browed Shrike-Babbler
Green Shrike-Babbler
Black-eared Shrike-Babbler

196
197
198

Black-hooded Oriole
Maroon Oriole
Ashy Woodswallow

199
200
201

Large Woodshrike
Common Woodshrike
Common lora

202
203
204

White-throated Fantail
Black Drongo
Ashy Drongo

205
206
207

Bronzed Drongo
Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo
Hair-crested Drongo

208
209
210

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo
Black-naped Monarch
Blyth's Paradise-Flycatcher

211
212
213

Indian Paradise-Flycatcher
Bay-backed Shrike
Long-tailed Shrike

214
215
216

Gray-backed Shrike
Great Gray Shrike
Yellow-billed Blue-Magpie

217
218
219

Rufous Treepie
Eurasian Nutcracker
Red-billed Chough

220
221
222

House Crow
Large-billed Crow
Yellow-bellied Fairy-Fantail

223
224
225

Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher
Yellow-browed Tit
Sultan Tit

226
227
228

Coal Tit
Rufous-vented Tit
Gray-crested Tit

229
230
231

Green-backed Tit
Cinereous Tit
Yellow-cheeked Tit

232
233
234

Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark
Bengal Bushlark
Indian Bushlark

235
236

Sand Lark
Crested Lark



237

Common Tailorbird

238
239
240

Black-throated Prinia
Gray-breasted Prinia
Delicate Prinia

241
242
243

Ashy Prinia
Plain Prinia
Zitting Cisticola

244
245
246

Blyth's Reed Warbler
Striated Grassbird
Pygmy Cupwing

247
248
249

Gray-throated Martin
Barn Swallow
Wire-tailed Swallow

250
251
252

Asian House-Martin
White-throated Bulbul
Striated Bulbul

253
254
255

Black Bulbul
Black-crested Bulbul
Red-whiskered Bulbul

256
257
258

Red-vented Bulbul
White-eared Bulbul
Ashy-throated Warbler

259
260
261

Buff-barred Warbler
Lemon-rumped Warbler
Tickell's Leaf Warbler

262
263
264

Dusky Warbler
Common Chiffchaff
White-spectacled Warbler

265
266
267

Gray-cheeked Warbler
Greenish Warbler
Chestnut-crowned Warbler

268
269
270

Gray-hooded Warbler
Gray-sided Bush Warbler
Chestnut-headed Tesia

271
272
273

Yellow-bellied Warbler
Black-faced Warbler
Broad-billed Warbler

274
275
276

Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler
Black-throated Tit
Lesser Whitethroat

277
278
279

Fire-tailed Myzornis
Golden-breasted Fulvetta
Yellow-eyed Babbler

280
281
282

White-breasted Parrotbill
Black-chinned Yuhina
Whiskered Yuhina

283
284

White-naped Yuhina
Stripe-throated Yuhina



285

Rufous-vented Yuhina

286
287
288

Indian White-eye
Chestnut-capped Babbler
Pin-striped Tit-Babbler

289
290
291

Golden Babbler
Rufous-capped Babbler
Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler

292
293
294

Bar-winged Wren-Babbler
Black-crowned Scimitar-Babbler
Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler

295
296
297

Indian Grassbird
Yellow-throated Fulvetta
Rufous-winged Fulvetta

298
299
300

Puff-throated Babbler
Abbott's Babbler
Long-billed Wren-Babbler

301
302
303

Nepal Fulvetta
Striated Laughingthrush
Himalayan Cutia

304
305
306

Bhutan Laughingthrush
Black-faced Laughingthrush
Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush

307
308
309

Long-tailed Sibia
Beautiful Sibia
Streak-throated Barwing

310
311
312

Blue-winged Minla
Chestnut-tailed Minla
Rusty-fronted Barwing

313
314
315

Red-billed Leiothrix
Silver-eared Mesia
Red-tailed Minla

316
317
318

Bugun Liocichla
Red-faced Liocichla
Large Gray Babbler

319
320
321

Jungle Babbler
Common Babbler
Striated Babbler

322
323
324

Rufous-chinned Laughingthrush
Spotted Laughingthrush
Rufous-necked Laughingthrush

325
326
327

White-throated Laughingthrush
Wallcreeper
Beautiful Nuthatch

328
329
330

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch
White-tailed Nuthatch
Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch

331
332

Rusty-flanked Treecreeper
Sikkim Treecreeper



333

Eurasian Wren

334
335
336

White-throated Dipper
Brown Dipper
Indian Pied Starling

337
338
339

Chestnut-tailed Starling
Common Myna
Bank Myna

340
341
342

Jungle Myna
Great Myna
Long-tailed Thrush

343
344
345

Orange-headed Thrush
Gray-winged Blackbird
Tickell's Thrush

346
347
348

Black-breasted Thrush
White-collared Blackbird
Indian Robin

349
350
351

Oriental Magpie-Robin
White-rumped Shama
Large Niltava

352
353
354

Small Niltava
Rufous-bellied Niltava
Verditer Flycatcher

355
356
357

Pale-chinned Flycatcher
Pale Blue Flycatcher
Bluethroat

358
359
360

Blue Whistling-Thrush
Little Forktail
Slaty-backed Forktail

361
362
363

Siberian Rubythroat
Himalayan Bluetail
Rufous-breasted Bush-Robin

364
365
366

White-browed Bush-Robin
Golden Bush-Robhin
Pygmy Flycatcher

367
368
369

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher
Little Pied Flycatcher
Taiga Flycatcher

370
371
372

Blue-fronted Redstart
Plumbeous Redstart
White-capped Redstart

373
374
375

Hodgson's Redstart
Black Redstart
Daurian Redstart

376
377
378

Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush
Blue Rock-Thrush
Siberian Stonechat

379
380

Pied Bushchat
Gray Bushchat



381

Brown Rock Chat

382
383
384

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker
Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker
Plain Flowerpecker

385
386
387

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird

388
389
390

Purple Sunbird
Fire-tailed Sunbird
Black-throated Sunbird

391
392
393

Mrs. Gould's Sunbird
Green-tailed Sunbird
Crimson Sunbird

394
395
396

Streaked Spiderhunter
Asian Fairy-bluebird
Golden-fronted Leafbird

397
398
399

Orange-bellied Leafbird
Baya Weaver
Indian Silverbill

400
401
402

Scaly-breasted Munia
Alpine Accentor
Altai Accentor

403
404
405

Rufous-breasted Accentor
House Sparrow
Sind Sparrow

406
407
408

Russet Sparrow
Eurasian Tree Sparrow
Western Yellow Wagtail

409
410
411

Eastern Yellow Wagtail
Citrine Wagtail
White-browed Wagtalil

412
413
414

White Wagtail
Paddyfield Pipit
Tawny Pipit

415
416
417

Rosy Pipit
Olive-backed Pipit
White-winged Grosbeak

418
419
420

Himalayan Beautiful Rosefinch
Dark-rumped Rosefinch
Himalayan White-browed Rosefinch

421
422
423

Brown Bullfinch
Gray-headed Bullfinch
Gold-naped Finch

424
425
426

Dark-breasted Rosefinch
Tibetan Serin
Little Bunting




